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Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Society and their 
Correſpondent Board in London. 


" La 6th April, 1774. 


At à Board of the Selben nt Members in London of 
the Society in Scotland (incorporated by royal charter) 
for Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge ig the Highlands 
and Iflands, and for Spreading the DV among the 

Indians in America, \ 


Reſolved, W 
That the Thanks of this Board be given to the Rev. 
Dr. LANGFORD for his excellent Sermon preached 
this day before the Board, and that he be deſired to per- 
mit the ſame to be printed for the Uſe of the Society. 


Fo 3 ö 

N. B. This and the annual Sermons. preached before the 
Society, at Edinburgh, may be had gratis from th 
Secretary, No. 23, Lothbury. 


T O 
The Right Honourable 


THOMAS Earl of KINNO UT, 


PRESIDENT of the GENERAL COURT, 


The Right Honourable 


DAVID Earl of LEvEN and MELVILL, 
PRESES of the Committee of DIRECTORS, 


AND THE OTHER 


Right Honourable, Honourable, Reverend, and Worthy 
Directors and Members of the Socizgrr in ScoTLAnD 
for PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE in the 
HicHrlandDs and IsLanDs, and for sP&EaDinG 
THE GosPEL among the Indians in 
AMERICA, 


AND TO 


THE CORRESPONDENT BOARD OF THE 
SOCIETY IN LONDON, 


TR IS SW HOW. 
(Publiſhed at their Requeſt) 


IS MOST HUMBLY AND RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED, 


BY 


THE AUTHOR. 


The 3d Verſe of the General Epiſtle of Jude. 


Beloved, when I gave all Diligence to write unto 
you of the common Salvation, it was needful for 
me to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye ſhould 
earneſtly contend for the Faith which was once 
delivered unto the Saints. 


good thing. Of all the good things that we 
mortals can know, the Chriſtian Religion 1s 
the beſt; and our zeal for the propagation thereof, 
if regulated by the precepts of Chriſt, cannot fail 
of being acceptable to God, and profitable to our- 
ſelves and our fellow creatures. | 
This City has long been honourably diſtin- 
guiſhed by good works of various kinds, relative 
to the temporal and ſpiritual welfare of the poor : 
I come this day to publiſh and recommend to 
your regard a moſt excellent and extenſive charity, 
planned and executed by a very honourable So- 
ciety in Scotland, incorporated by royal charter 
tor propagating Chriſtian Knowledge in the High- 
lands and Iſlands, {thoſe remote paris of our now 
happily united country of Great Britain, that are 


B moſt 


1 is good to be zealouſly affected always in a 
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moſt ignorant and expoſed Io the arlifices of Popery } 
and for the Civilization and Converſion of the 
American Indians. 

Every man who believes that the Scriptures of 
the Old and New Teſtament contain a divine reve- 
lation, and ſhew us the way to eternal life, muſt 
certainly wiſh well to this deſign, and be diſpoſed 
to encourage it as far as he is able without injury 
to any other ſchemes of benevolence in which he 
may be engaged ; for the inſtitution which I am 
to lay before you is no party buſineſs, but calcu- 
lated wholly for the advancement of pure and un- 
defiled Chriſtianity, and the happineſs of civil ſo- 
ciety: it is therefore worthy of the notice and 
aſſiſtance of all the diſciples of Chriſt of every de- 
nomination among Proteſtants, and of all the 
friends of the free and good government under 
which we live. 

Theſe conſiderations give me a ſenſible pleaſure 
in entering upon the great and important matter 
of my diſcourſe, and raiſe in my heart an agreeable 
expectation of ſome ſucceſs through the bleſſing of 
the Father of lights and the God of love. 

The text which I have made choice of on this 
occaſion may perhaps be thought not altogether 
fuitable to my declared intention, becauſe it ſeems 
to carry in it the alarm of war; but, upon due ex- 
amination, I am perſuaded it will be found conſo- 
nant to the Goſpel of peace and liberty, and a 
dictate of that divine ſpirit of goodneſs that is the 


glory of our religion. 
The 


„ 


The writer of the Epiſtle, of which my ſubject 
is a branch, was Jude or Judas, who calls him- 
ſelf the ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt (the higheſt of all 
human titles) and the brother of James; by which 
name he is oppoſed to Judas the traitor, who ſold 
his Maſter for thirty pieces of ſilver: it is extremely 
probable he was the ſame perſon whom the Evan- 
geliſt Luke numbers among the twelve Apoſtles “. 
This Epiſtle of Judas was not directed to any par- 
ticular perſon or church, but to the general body of 
Chriſtians through the whole world ; to all them 
that were ſanctified by God the Father and pre- 
ſerved in Jeſus Chriſt, and called into his fellow- 
ſhip and the participation of the bleflings of his 
cverlaſting kingdom and glory. 

It is almoſt the ſame with the 2d chapter of the 
2d Epiſtle of Peter, and generally ſuppoſed to 
have been written avout the ſame time; not long 
before the deſtruction of Jeruſalem, at which pe- 
riod there were (according to our Saviour's pro- 
phecy +) many falſe Chriſts, and falſe prophets and 
teachers, who deceived many of the Jews, and 
likewiſe great numbers of profeſſed Chriſtians, by 
perverting the Goſpel, and drawing men from the 
original doctrine of Chriſt to new notions and 
modes of religion, which they invented in order 
to gratify their own pride and avarice, and to ſtop 
the progreſs of truth, and the growing honour of 
Chriſt's choſen witneſſes. So early did the enemy 


* Luke vi. 16, + Matth. xxiv. 24. 
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begin to ſow his tares in the field of the Chriſtian 
church, and to introduce evil doctrines and man- 
ners, by which the holy name of our Lord was 
brought into contempt! Judas was fired with juſt 
indignation againſt theſe wicked innoyators and 
ſeducers of God's people, and having before 
reſolved (by the direction of the Holy Ghoſt) to 
write a general Epiſtle to Chriſtians on the com- 
mon ſalvation, (the great article of the Goſpel, or 
the way in which 1t pleaſed God to ſave ſinners, 
both Jews and Gentiles) he ſaw it was neceſſary 
to write this ſhort letter immediately without de- 
lay, as an antidote againſt the poiſon of thoſe 
falſe and bad principles which theſe men were en- 
deavouring to ſpread abroad with all poſſible art 
and induſtry ; and he began his addreſs with an 
exhortation to Chriſtians, that they ſhould contend 
earneſtly for the faith which was once delivered to 
the ſaints. | 

It we would enter into the true ſenſe and ſpirit 
of this apoſtolick exhortation, we mult conſider 
the perſons whom he called to this conteſt, the ob- 
ject of it, the enemies againſt whom it was to be 
maintained, the way and manner in which the 
conteſt was to be purſued, and the grounds and 
reaſons of the duty required. 

I. The exhortation was given to all ſincere 
Chriſtians; for to them was the Epiſtle ſent, and 
they were parties concerned in the conteſt for the 
faith to which the Apoſtle exhorted them, It was 
their own faith, that faith which they had obtained, 

and 


1 
and in the benefits whereof they were intereſted in 
common with the Apoſtles : and it was a property 
of ineſtimable worth, far more precious than all 
the riches, honours, and pleaſures of this world: it 
was the gift of God, and connected with eternal 
life. 

Some may think that Miniſters are the only per- 
ſons who are called to contend for the Chriſtian 
Faith, but they are in a great error ; for Chriſt 
allows not to any that name his Name a neutrality 
in his cauſe : we mult be for him or againſt him, 
be his friends or his adverſaries *. This is a truth 
that deſerves our molt ſerious attention, and ſhould 
never be forgotten. If we are Chriſtians a neceſ- 
ſity is laid upon us, and woe to us if we have no 
zeal for the Goſpel of our Redeemer. It is not 
expected from them that make no profeſſion of 
the faith, but of us it is abſolutely required, and 
our obligation is indiſpenſable. To any who ac- 
knowledge the authority of our Divine Lord, there 
is no diſcharge from this warfare. | 

Indifferency with regard to the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion in them who profeſs it, is one of the greateſt 
of ſins, a crime and folly beyond expreſſion ; for 
if this Religion be true (as we ſay it is) it mult 
be a truth of the greateſt importance to all of us, 
becauſe it is the only way in which we can eſcape 
the wrath of God, and obtain everlaſting happineſs. 

If we fight not the good fight of faith, inſtead 
of being good ſoldiers of Chriſt we are baſe and 


Matth. xii. 30, 


ſhameful 
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ſhameful deſerters in his eyes; if we live to our- 
ſelves and not to him, and mind our own things 
more than his, we are not his ſervants but hypo- 
crites, and are acting againſt him under a vain and 
deceitful appearance of loyalty and ſubjection. 

Lukewarmneſs is practical infidelity; he that 
will not confeſs Chriſt before men with a becom- 
ing fortitude and zeal, denies him before men, 
and ſhews himſelf afraid or aſhamed of his Goſpel, 

A real Chriſtian is a man of a public ſpirit, and 
determined by grace to ſeek the welfare of all the 
Iſrael of God, the welfare of the whole ſacred 
community to which he belongs, as a living and 
ſympathiſing member; his chief deſire is that the 
Lord's way may be known in the earth and his 
ſaving health in all nations, that the people, yea, 
all the people may praiſe him, that his name may 
be hallowed, his kingdom come, and his will be 
done here below as it is in heaven. | 

The glory of God is the laſt end of man's crea- 
tion and redemption z from this he fell by ſin, and 
to this he is reſtored by the atoning blood of 


Chriſt, and a new-creating work of his ſpirit. 


Every one who is born of God has a certain 


_ greatneſs of ſoul infuſed into him; he is in ſome 


good meaſure raiſed above ſelf and creatures, and 
devoted to his Maker and Saviour, in whoſe cauſe 
he wiſhes to unite the boldneſs of the lion with the 
gentleneſs of the lamb, and the wiſdom of the 
ſerpent with the innocency of the dove. 


We 


„ 

We ſee now the perſons to whom the exhorta- 
tion to contend for the faith is addreſſed; and [ 
hope we ſee that none of us are excuſed from bear- 
ing a part in this glorious ſtrife. And if it is an 
affair of univerſal concern to believers, it becomes 
us to lay aſide all little prejudices, that have a 
rendency to divide our hearts and to weaken our 
hands in this work of the Lord, and to beg of 
him to give us clear underftanding of our duty in 
the cafe propoſed, and hearts to do what he hath 
commanded us. And I muſt beg leave to ſay we 
need his grace to keep us in theſe fervices, that we 
may not be ſlothful, but fervent in ſpirit, and may 
walk worthy of the yocatioa wherewith we are 
called, 

II. I proceed therefore to the object of the 
conteſt to which the Apoſtle exhorted the Chriſ- 
tians of his day, and by conſequence us, on whom 
the ends of the world are come. It was the faith 
which was once delivered to the ſaints. 

This faith was the Goſpel, the word of ſalva- 
tion, preached by the ancient Prophets, by the Son 
of God himſelf, and by his Apoſtles and Evange- 
liſts, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down from heaven 
to confirm it by miracles. . What theſe inſpired 
men of God deliver<4 in their diſcourſes was com- 
mitted to writing for the more ſure preſervation of 
the truth, and put into the hands of God's people 
as a preciolrs truſt and depoſite, not only for their 
ule, bur for the advantage of remotelt poſterity. 
And it was once delivered to them; not all at 
once, but in that one age, emphatically called the 

3 age 
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age of the Meſſiah, in which God, who at ſundry 
times and in divers manners ſpake to the fathers 
by the Prophets, hath ſpoken to us by his own Son 
and Heir. It was alſo ſpoken once for all, as the 
final revelation of God to mankind, and as the 
one ſtanding rule of Chriſtian, worſhip, faith and 
practice in every age, to which nothing muſt be 
added as neceſſary to ſalvation, and from which 
nothing muſt be taken away, unleſs the change of 
times and circumſtances renders ſome particular 
cuſtoms of the primitive Chriſtians inexpedient, 
ſuch, I mean, as the love-kiſs and the feaſts of 
charity. | | 

The principal articles of the Chriſtian faith are, 
no doubt, reducible to the general heads con- 
tained in that ancient creed that paſſes to this day 
under the name of the Apoſtles ; viz. the holy 
and ever-bleffed Trinity; the ſalvation of the ſin- 
ners of mankind by the undertaking and perform- 
ances of the Son of God in our nature and ſtead ; 
his incarnation, obedience and fufferings ; his re- 
ſurrection, aſcenfion, and exaltation at the right 
hand of God; his coming again to judge the world 
in righteouſneſs ; the miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt 
the unity and fellowſhip of all true believers; 
the forgiveneſs of ſins; the reſurrection of the 
body, and the life everlaſting. Theſe are without 
doubt the comprehenſive principles of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion; and it is very probable that before 
the writings of the New Teſtament were finiſh- 


ed and collected, the Apoſtles gave to the churches 
{ome 
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fone little abridgment of the Goſp el which they 
had preached for their direction. Perhaps this 
was what the Apoſtle meant by the form of doctrine 
delivered to the Romans *, and the form of ſound 
words mentioned in his Epiſtle to Timothy +, and 
in another place, the principles of the dofirine of 
Chriſt . But it is by no means credible that the 
Apoſtles compoſed that creed which is commonly 
attributed to them, for it is not once ſpoken of in 
the hiſtory of their Acts; nor did any of the firſt 
apologiſts for the Chriſtian Religion appeal to it 
as the ſtandard of the faith: and though they 
gave ſhort ſummaries of the Chriſtian doctrine, 
they made uſe of terms different from one another 
and from this creed. —Beſides, (as a learned pre- 
late of the Church of England has obſerved) if 
this creed had been known and generally received 
as of apoſtolick authority, it is reaſonable to think 
Arius would have laid the weight of his cauſe upon 
it; for it contains no expreſs declaration of the di- 
vinity of the Son, nor of the Holy Ghoſt : but as 
it doth not appear that he ever advanced this ar- 
gument, his ſilence is a preſumptive proof that this 
creed was either unknown in his time, or not be- 
lieved to have been the work of the inſpired wri- 
ters. And as to later creeds, (whether before or 
ſince the Reformation) they muſt be received or 
rejected as they are found upon ſerious and impar- 
tial examination to be agreeable or contrary to the. 


* Rom. vi. 17. + 2 Tim, i. 13. by 1 Heb. vi. 1. 
Burnet. Exp. Art. 8. 
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word of God, — All Proteſtants profeſs unani- 


mouſly, that the holy Scriptures contain all things 


neceſſary to ſalvation; and that what is not read 
therein, nor may be proved thereby, is not to be 


required of any man to be received as an article of 


faith, nor be thought requiſite and neceſſary to ſal- 
vation. 


Oral traditions (both Jewiſh and Popiſh) we are 
not to regard, To the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament we muſt go, as to the lively ora- 


cles of God, and the only certain and infallible 


rule of faith, worſhip, and practice, in matters 

pertaining to conſcience and another world. 
Preaching and expounding the Scriptures are 

appointed by God as means of the propagation of 


the Goſpel; catechiſms and creeds founded on the 


Scriptures deſerve great reſpect, and may be very 
uſeful for the inſtruction of youth, and the edifica- 
tion of the church of Chriſt ; but we muſt re- 
member that he alone is our Maſter, King, and 
Judge, before whom we mult all appear and give 
an account of ourſelves; and that his word only 
has an authority over our conſciences, which can- 
not be bound by civil laws, nor by eccleſiaſtical, 
in things relating to our acceptance with God and 
our eternal ſalvation; for (as Chriſtians) we are not 
the ſervants of men, but of - Chriſt : and I know 
not that he has given authority to magiſtrates, mi- 
niſters, or the church, to make laws, with penal- 
ties annexed to them, to oblige his ſubjects to ſub- 
ſcribe to their interpretations of Scripture, and 

| ſubmit 
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ſubmit to their invented rites and ceremonies; nor 
do I ſee the conſiſtence of ſuch requiſitions with 
Chriſt's ſupreme and ſole headſhip, the perfection 
of the Scriptures, and the liberty with which our 
Lord has made us free, But I ſhall drop this 
controverſy, which has been carried on by much 
abler hands, to whoſe writings I refer my hearers, 
and proceed, | 
III. To take ſome notice of the enemies againſt 
whom the Apoſtle exhorted Chriſtians to contend for 
their faith. They were falſe teachers, and moſt abo- 
minable ſinners. For (ſays he) there are certain men 
crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained 
to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the 
grace of our God into laſciviouſneſs, and denying 
the only Lord God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Theſe deceivers got into the ſociety of Chriſtians 
by a ſerpentile guile and art, before their bad prin- 
ciples and manners were known; they were deſerib- 
ed in ancient prophecies, and according to God's 
eternal purpoſe were, as a juſt puniſhment for their 
ſins, given up to their own luſts, and to ſtrong delu- 
ſions, to believe and propagate lies, that they (if they 
repented not) might be damned, becauſe they did 
not believe the truth, but had pleaſure in unrighte- 
ouſneſs *. They were ungodly men, ſtrangers and 
enemies to God and religion; they turned the grace 
of our God into laſciviouſneſs, by miſrepreſenting 
the doctrine of grace, as if it gave encouragement 
to ſin, and a licence to commit all manner of ini- 
quity ; and they denied the only Lord God and 


® 2 Theſſ. ii. 11, 12. 
8 our 
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our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, St. Peter ſays, they brought 
in damnable hereſies, even denying the Loa D that 
bought them. As this character is manifeſtly 
applicable to Jeſus Chriſt, it is the opinion of the 
learned Beza, and ſome other expoſitors, that Jude 
ſpeaks here of him under the ſeveral titles of the 
only Lord God and our Lord; the ozly Lord God, 
not in excluſion of the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
but of all creatures in heaven and upon earth; and 
our Lord, by reaſon of our profeſſed ſubjection to 
him as the ſole head of the church. Theſe falſe 
teachers denied the divinity of Chriſt's perſon, and 
trod under foot his holy commandments. 

Their lives were as bad as their principles; and. 
from the account which the Apoſtle gives us of 
their vices we may obſerve, that there is a connec- 
tion between, ſpeculative and practical errors, 
which may be proved by many plain Scriptures. 
The light of the body is the eye (ſays our Lord); 
if therefore thine eye be ſingle, thy whole body ſhall 
be full of light; but if thine eye be evil, thy whole 
body ſhall be full of darkneſs: if therefore the 
the light that is in thee be darkneſs, how great is 
that darkneſs! The ſingle eye is the clear know- 
ledge and lively faith of the truth, which ſanctifies 
the will, affections, and practice; and the evil eye 
is an unbelieving and prejudiced mind, which cor- 
rupteth the heart and life. And how dangerous 


is the ſtate of that ſoul whoſe underſtanding, which 
ſhould be his guide, is his ſeducer? 


2 2 Peter ii. 1. 


For 


130 

For this reaſon Chriſt charged his diſciples to 
take heed and beware of the leaven of the Phari- 
ſees and the Sadducees , and compared falſe 
teachers to thieves and robbers 4: and his Apoſtles 
in the moſt folemn manner warned Chriſtians 
againſt giving countenance to. deceivers, whoſe 
words did eat like a canker z and exhorted them 
to hold faſt the profeſſion of their faith without 
wavering. Theſe admonitions ſhew us the perni- 
cious effects of error, and ſhould lead us to pray 
that God would give us underſtanding that we 
may keep his law, and obſerve it with our whole 
hearts, Truth is the root of holineſs, and error the 
ſource of all manner of moral evil, 

IV. But it is time for us now to come to our next 
enquiry, with reſpect to the way in which we ſhould 
contend for the faith, 

This conteſt ſhould be A and zealous; 
but ſpiritual and not carnal. - The church of Chriſt 
was in a ſtate of perſecution in the times of the 
Apoſtles, the rulers of the earth were combined 
againſt the Diſciples, of Jeſus ; they were not tole- 
rated, much leſs eſtabliſhed and ſupported by civil 
authority and human laws: they had therefore no 
power to compel men to profeſs their religion, and 
if they had been poſſeſſed of worldly power, they 
mult not have made uſe of violent and coercive 
meaſures to propagate the Goſpel, becauſe theſe 
are contrary to the ſpiritual nature of our religion, 


Matth. vi. 28, 23. + Matth. xvi. 6. John x. 8. 
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which requires a free, liberal, and rational ſervice, 
founded on the conviction of the judgment and 
conſent of the will. Chriſt's kingdom is not of 
this world, nor 1s it to be defended by the might 
and power of man, but only by the power of the 
ſpirit of the Lord and his word. 

How 'then are we to contend for the faith ? 
The Apoftle teacheth us this in the 2oth, 21ſt, 
22d, and 24d verſes of this epiſtle, and it may 
be uleful to attend carefully to each of the parti- 
cular directions which he offered to the ſaints in 
thoſe perilous times that were come upon them, 
and which can never be out of ſeaſon in this world. 


The firſt exhortation to Chriſtians was to build 
up themſelves on their moſt holy faith. The 
Chriftian church is God's fpiritual houſe ; Chriſt 
is the foundation of this houſe, the Prophets, 
Apoſtles, Evangeliſts, and other Miniſters, were 
builders whom he employed in his work, and all 
faithful preachers of the Goſpel to this day are, 
in their lower rank, labourers together with him 
but the whole building reſts upon his we per- 
ſon, merits and grace. 

Believers are intereſted in Chriſt's benefits, Juſ- 
tification, Adoption, and Sanctification; and it is 
their indiſpenſable duty, by his grace, to edify 
themſelves and one another in Chriſtian knowledge 
and practice. Let every man examine himſelf 


whether he be in the faith, ſearch the Scriptures, 


and go on to perfection. Let miniſters be apt 
to 


3 


to teach, preach the word in ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon, declare the whole counſel of God, 
und watch for ſouls as thoſe that muſt give 
an account, Let parents train up their chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, 
that they may ſerve him to the end of their lives. 
Let heads of families be diligent in their endea- 
vours to preſerve the power and beauty of religion 
in their houſes, and labour to ſuppreſs vice and 
encourage piety and virtue by their example and 
authority, Let members of churches inſtruct, re- 
prove, exhort, help, and comfort one another. 
If we thus build up ourſelves on our moſt holy 
faith, we ſhall be kept from the errors of the 
wicked, and adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
mall things. 


The next exhortation is to prayer in the Holy 
G hoſt.— This is well connected with the fore- 
going advice, for we cannot build up ourſelves 
on our moſt holy faith, if we do not pray for 
divine wiſdom and aſſiſtance; it is too great a 
work for us to perform in our own ſtrength : 
Grace laid the foundation of the building, and 
grace will lay the top-ſtone thereof. We come to 
the throne of grace that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in the time of need; and ir 
is the office-of the Holy Ghoſt to help our infirmi- 
ties in prayer, to enlighten our. underſtanding, 
and teach us what we ſhould pray for as we ought, 
with reverence and godly fear, with humble ſub- 
miſſion to the divine will, with unfeigned ſorrow 
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616 
for ſin, and faith in the atohing blodd and all- 
perfect righteouſneſs of Chriſt for acceptance, with 
filial love, liberty, confidence, and joy. 


Such prayers are well pleaſing to God and pro- 
fitable to men, for the Lord will hear and anſwer 
them; he knows the mind of the ſpirit even when 
he intercedes for them with groanings that cannot 
be uttered, for he always makes interceſſion accord- 
ing to the will of God. Spiritual prayer availeth 
much; it unlocks the treaſures of the covenant of 
grace, and brings out of Chriſt's fulneſs all the 
bleſſings which he hath purchaſed for his people. 


Prayer is the weapon by vhich the church of 
Chriſt contends with and ſhall conquer all her 
enemies, viſible and inviſible, and in perilous days 
it is the great means of her preſervation, enlarge - 
ment, and eſtabliſnment. Violence and perſecu- 
tion are the inſtruments which the Devil makes 
uſe of to ſupport his kingdom of darkneſs, idola- 
try, and cruelty; truth needs not theſe defences, 
nor will ſhe accept of them. —Let ſuperſtition, ig- 
norance, and error, apply to an arm of fleſh for 
protection, but let not the ſervants of the meek 
and merciful Jeſus ſtrive to maintain his religion 
by penal laws, worldly terrors and rewards, but 
let them cry to the Lord for a more general and 
abundant effuſion of the ſpirit of truth, holineſs, 
and charity; let them. pray for the peace of Jeru- 
ſalem, and the proſperity of Zion, and the revival 
of God's work in the midſt of the years. i 


In 
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In the way of humble ſupplication we may hope 

that the Lord of the harveſt will ſend forth labour- 

ers into his harveſt, and give ſucceſs to their ſer- 
vice, and make his word to run and be glorified. 

Another exhortation which the Apoſtle gives to 

Chriſtians, is to keep themſelves in the love of 


may underſtand love 70 God, which is the fruit of 
his love to us. God directs men's hearts into the 
love of his name, by manifeſting his good will to 
them in Chriſt Jeſus, and by the free forgiveneſs 
of their ſins for his ſaxe: and he keeps them in a 
filial affection to himſelf, by continued acts of fa- 
vour and kindneſs to them. But it is their duty to 
keep themſelves in the love of God, by the diligent 
uſe of the appointed means of perſeverance in the 
life of godlineſs, by meditation on his glorious at- 
tributes and works, by a due reſpect to his word 
and ordinances, by fervent charity to all good 
men, who are his children, and by keeping his 


commandments, which to them that love him are 


not grievous. | 
It is no eaſy matter, even with the aids of grace, 
to keep our hearts in the love of God ; for they 
are bent to backſliding from him, and the objects 
of ſenſe, through our natural corruption, have a 
tendency to alienate our minds from that great 


Being whom we have not ſeen.—So when iniquity 


abounds, the love of many will wax cold: and if 


Chriſtians leave their firſt love, they will leave 
D their 


By the love of God in this place, I think we 


( 38 ) 

their rſt works for love 4s the flffning of the 
whole law with reference” to God and mar; and 
in the good fight of faith this is the Aeading 
grace: for which reafon we are commanded to 
ſpeak the truth in love *, and to ſtand faſt in one 
ſpirit with one mind, ſtriving together for the 
faith of the Goſpel T. The wiſdom that is from 
above is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and 
eaſy to be intreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without pattiality and without hypoctify . 
The wrath of man worketh not the tighteouſneſs 
of God; true zeal is the #rdour of divine and ſo- 
cial love, and abſolutely incorfiſtent with male- 
volence, hatred, and injuſtice to our fellow. Crea 
tures. We mult therefore keep ourſelves in che 
love of God, that we may be lawful: contenders 
for the faith, which is a doctrine aeeording to god- 
lineſs, and ſo eſſentially conſtituted for the promo- 
tion of piety, chat a wicked man cannot but be an 
enemy to it in his heart; nor can 175 one be a real 
Chriſtian but he who loves GO. 

The laſt direction given by the Ayolitc/ie order 
to our contending for the faith, is much to be re- 
garded; and that is, that we look for the mercy of 
our Lord Jeſus Chrift unto eternal liſe. 

The deſire of immortality is natural to us, 
and immortal glory is the higheſt point to 
which our wiſhes and hopes can be raiſed. 
The Goſpel has brought life and immortality to 
light; Chriſt came from heaven to redeem his 


* Eph. iv. 15. + Phil. 3. 27. 1 James i. 17. 
people 


| ( a 1 
people from eternal death, and te procure for 


them, by his merits, eternal lite, which they can- 

not claim as a debt due to their works, but they 
muſt receive it as à gift of mercy to the guilty and 
miſerable; and it is the gift of Chriſt's mercy, not 
only becauſe he and his father are one, but like- 
wiſe becauſe it is the purchaſe of his blood, and 
the bleſſing which he beſtows as the ſupreme ruler 
and judge. The Chriſtian life is a continual looking 
for this mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt by faith, de- 
ſire, hope, holy fear, and active preparation for his 
appearance,—The hope of the hypocrite ſhall be 
cut off like a ſpider's web, but the Chriſtian's 
hope, founded on God's mercy and Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs, js full of immortality, and ſhall not 
make him aſhamed. 


This lively hope is the helmet cher covers the 
heed of the Chriſtian warrior in the day of battle, 
and the chief incentive of his zeal for the purity 
of Chriſtian faith and practice, in contending for 
which he muſt reßiſt the Devil, the world, and 
the fleſh, bear the diſpleaſure and contempt of 
many, Exerciſe much patience towards them that 
oppoſe the truth, and labour to deny himſelf and 
mortify his own evil luſts, which are enmity jit- 
ſelf againſt the holy doctrines and precepts of the 
Goſpel.— In ſuch a warfare as this, who would not 
faint af he had not the hope of a future reward ? 
Who would got defire to be exempted from the 
Peril and teil af dhe conflict, were it not for the 

D 2 Expegt- 
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( 20 ) 

expectation of reſt and recompence in the world to 
come ? a 

It is an arduous work to contend for the faith 
as we ought, it is not ſtriving for earthly honours, 
pleaſures and emoluments, but for the ſpiritual 
kingdom of Chriſt, and the cauſe of truth, liberty, 
righteouſneſs, and brotherly love and peace.— In 
this combat much is to be done and endured, no 
expence nor pains muſt be ſpared, according to 
our abilities, to gain our end: and what but the 
proſpect of eternal life is ſufficient to ſupport the 
contending believer under all his difficulties and 
diſcouragements? Did he look for nothing bet- 
ter from the hands of his Maſter than the goods 
of this life, he would be diſpoſed to follow the 
faith and manners of the times and places in 
which he lived, without ſtrict examination of the 
reaſons of the popular belief and practice; gain 
would be his godlineſs, and ſecular preferment the 
very ſoul of his religion; but he follows a ſelf- 
denying and crucified Jeſus, that having overcome 
the world, he may live and reign with him for ever. 
| Thus have we ſeen by what means Chriſtians ſhould 
ſtrive to eſtabliſh and ſpread the faith and fruits of 
the Goſpel, and to prevent the entrance of error and 
fin into the church.—The Apoſtle adds a few 
rules reſpecting their conduct towards them who 
had been ſeduced—Of ſome have compaſſion (ſays 
he, ver. 22, 23), making a difference. And others 
ſave with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating 
even the garment ſpotted by the fleſh, + Some 
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(would he ſay) fall through ignorance and infirmĩty, 
or the power of a ſudden temptation; be gentle 
and tender-hearted in your treatment of them, 
making a proper diſtinction between theſe erring 
brethren and thoſe proud and carnal authors of 
ſtrife and diviſion, who aim at nothing but their 
own praiſe and temporal intereſt : reſtore a weak 


fallen brother in the ſpirit of meekneſs, conſi- 


dering how liable you are yourſelves to miſtakes 


and offences. Others are wilful and obſtinate 


tranſgrefſors, them you muſt endeavour to ſave 
by fear, ſharp rebukes, and awful warnings, 
pulling them like brands out of the fire, in which 
they are in great danger of being conſumed ; and 
if you ſhould be obliged to ſeparate them from 
your communion, let it be done without hatred 
of their perſons, or injury to their worldly affairs, 
from a pure principle of averſion to evil. Let 
your hatred be only againſt fin, and all appear- 
ances of it; for, as under the law men were for- 
bidden to touch the garments of the unclean, ſo 
you muſt have no fellowſhip with the workers of 
iniquity, nor eneourage any thing in your ſocie- 
ties that is likely to . you e and 
manners.“ 

Happy vould it lives been for- Chriſtians; if 


theſe plain directions of Jude had been well ob- 


ſerved; many uſeleſs controverſies would have 


been unknown; and the rigorous exerciſe of 
power, civil and eccleſiaſtical, in religious matters, 


would not have diſturbed and waſted the church of 


Chriſt. 


622) 
Chriſt. But what has been ſaid is ſufficient to 
ſhew the nature of true Chriſtian zeal, and how it 
operates. 

V. Let us now attend to the laſt general head 
of diſcourſe that was propoſed, viz. The grounds 
and reaſons of the exhortation which has been ex- 
plained. 
Zeal for Chriſtion liberty is very inconſiſtent 
and abſurd if it be attended with indifferency to 
the Chriſtian faith, for Chriſt makes his people 
free by the knowledge of the truth; and zeal both 
for the doctrinal and practical articles of his reli- 
gion may be zuſtified by the moſt convincing argu- 
ments. I ſhall remind you of ſome of them—God 
grant that while we are muſing on theſe things the 
holy fire may kindle in our hearts! 

1. Conſider, I beſeech you, irt, The infinite 
dignity and glory of the Author and object of our 
faith, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and what he taught 
and what he did for us and for our ſalvation. 
Can the Truth, which the Son of God himſelf, the 
Word which in the beginning was with God, and 
was Bad, thought it worth the while to leave the 
manſions ef glory to bring down from heaven, and, 
ſtooping to be made fleſh, tabernacled among men, 
Without a place where to lay his head, more than 
thirty years, 40 teach it with his own divine lips 
Ou that be a light ching? juſt what we might, or 
nothing more than we might have known by na- 
tural reaſon, which is the common, original, and 
* gift of Nature in its ordinary courſe ? Or 

does 


1 


does truth revealed at ſuch an xxpenoe to the Gods 
head, and in a manner ſo aſtoniſhingly diſtinguim! 
ed, merit but little regard? Can we ſuppoſe that 
God would have fent his only begotten Sen into 
the world only to republiſh the religion of Nature, 
and to give mankind in his own dife an example: of 
perfect obedience, when, from the corruption of 
their fallen and degenerate nature, they could never 
perfectly imitate it? No. No. Jeſus Chriſt ocr- 
tainly had ſomething ew to diſcover, and that of 
the greateſt importance. He. came to make 
known, and to do it indeed more clearly than xvec 
had been done by any former diſpenſation, the 
way of forgiveneſs and ſuluatim : and thee t 
things which the religion of Nature, that is the 
religion of innocent creatures, in their primitive 
ſtate of integrity, had nothing to do with. 
But neither is this all. The Meſſiah, as pre- 
dicted of him from the beginning, came not only 
to declare but alſo to do the will of God, in the 
work of man's redemption. It was not poſſible 
(as the Apoſtle to the Hebrews reaſons) that che 
blood of bulls and of goats ſhould take away fins 
wherefore (adds the Apoſtle) when He cometh into 
the world, he who was to ſave his ꝓeople from their 
ſins, he faith (in the prophetical words of David, 
who was an illuſtrious type of him, as they are taken 
from the 40th Pſalm) Sacrifice and offeting thau 
wouldſt not, but a body haſt thou prepared for me: 
Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written 
of me) to do thy vill, O God ꝰ. Onde in the end of 
* Heb. x. 4, 55 7+ 
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the world Chriſt: 8 to put away fin by the 
ſacrifice of himſelf, as the ſame Apoſtle expreſsly 
aſſerts ?: and this is the doctrine of the Goſpel as 
preached by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to which we 
do well to take heed, as to a light ſhining in a truly 
dark place (a world black with the curſe of a 
broken law), that in him we have redemption 
through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins. 
Chriſt by his death purchaſed and ſecured for his 
followers remiſſion, reconciliation, and eternal life; 
and at the ſame time he gave them an aſſured hope 
of thoſe ineſtimable benefits; a hope ſo well 
grounded and ſo ſure as to pacify the fearful and 
doubting conſcience, diſquieted by guilt: for true” 
itis, and a precious truth too, that the blood of God, 
as by a very high but a very juſt figure it is ſtiled, 
was at once the price and alſo a pledge of ſalvation 
with eternal glory, to all that believe in him who 
died and roſe again from the dead, that ht might, 
be Lord both of. the living and of the dead, ac- 


| en and obeyed in heaven and on earth. 


How blind muſt they be who ſee not the glory of 
God in the Goſpel of Chriſt, ſuch a glory of mer- 
cy and righteouſneſs met together as could never 
otherwiſe have been diſcovered. ?—who do not ſee: 
that glory ſhining with a tranſcendent luſtre in the 
face of Jeſus, who is the image of the inviſible 
God, the brightneſs. of the Father's glory ! If they 
who deſpiſed the lat of Moſes (that more obſcure- 
and imperfect manifeſtation of the divine mercy, 
and at beſt but a dark typical adumbration of the- 


8 Heb. ix. 26. 
| ceconomy 
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economy of the covenant of grace)—if they-died 
without mercy, of how much ſorer puniſhment 
ſhall they be thought worthy who have neglected 
the grace and truth that came by Jeſus Chriſt, and 
diſobeyed the voice of the great Immanuel, GOD- 
MAN * If they eſcaped not who refuſed him that 
ſpake on earth in the ſame manner as other pro- 
phets did, much more ſhall not they eſcape who 
turn away from him that ſpeaketh from heaven as 
never man did, and who came from heaven on pur- 
poſe to ſpeak peace to men on earth by his own moſt 
precious blood. Moſes, vetily, was faithful in all 


God's houſe as a ſervant, but Chriſt as a Son over 


his own houſe, which he built; and therefore he is 
counted worthy of more honour than Moſes, inaſ- 
much as he who hath builded the houſe hath more 
honour than the houſe ; for every houſe is built by 
ſome man, but he that built all things is God “. 

The angels deſire to look into thoſe things which 
are reported to us in the Goſpel, theſe glorious 
ſpirics always behold the face of our Father in' 
heaven, but they love to ſee him in the perſon and 
work of his dear Son, in whom all his perfections 
are diſplayed in their brighteſt ſplendor and moſt 
raviſhing harmony. And ſhall men make light of 


thoſe objects which are the wonder and joy of the 


heavenly hoſts ? 
2, Conſider the rich grace and free love of | 


Chriſt to us unworthy miſerable ſinners, and what 


obligations of gratitude and duty are laid upon us. 


. *. Heb. iii. 3, 4 5. | 
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of Chriſtianity, at the great day, when the Tudge 
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Did he, who was Lord of all, humble hirhſelf, 
and take upon him the form of à ſervant, to exalt 
us? Did he become poor for our ſakes, that we 
through his poverty might be rich? Did he ſuffer 
the death of the croſs for us, that we might Have 
life eternal through him; that we might be recon- 
ciled to God, pardoned and' Juſtified by his blood, 
ſanctified by his ſpirit, and ſaved with an everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation; and ſhall not this love conſtrain us 
15 only to ths to him, but to fight and even to 
die for him? Shall we not deny ourſelves, and be 
willing to do and bear all things for his ſake? 
Shall not his cauſe be dearer to us than our on 
little intereſts, and all the gains and tranſitory poſ- 
ſeſſions of this life? What Thame and confuſion 


Vill cover the faces of felfiſh and carnal profeſſors 


> $f JAE 


ſhall ſay to them, Ye called me. Maſter and Savi- 


| Our, but cared more for your own things than 
mine, and preferred | your worldly profits to my 


glory and the concernments of my kin gdom'! God 


| of his infinite mercy grant that this may not be 


laid to the charge of any one "of us at the ſecond 
Les our Lord! in ee 
3. Again, conſider the miſerable ſtate of the 


people that have not the Goſpel preached to them. 


lo little do they know of God, of themſelves, 
of their duty, and of the world to come? Their 
ſouls are periſhing for want of knowledge; and 
ſhall we nor do' what we can to help them, by pro- 
* for them good miniſters and inſtructors of 
youth, 
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youth, that they may be tranſlated from darkneſs 
to light, and from the bondage of ſin and Satan 
to the glorious liberty of the children of God? 
Is not this the [higheſt and moſt excellent act of 
charity? | 

4. Conſider further the oromiles* of God relat- 
ing to the extent and proſperity c of the Chriſtian 
church in the latter days, as an encouragement to 
your . endeavours to promote the knowledge of 
Chriſt, God hath aid, he will give to his Son the 
heathen for an inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts 
of the earth for a poſſeſſion e; that the earth ſhall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover. the ſea+; that all nations ſhall call him 
bleſſed 4 and this Goſpel of the kingdom (ſays 
Chriſt) ſhall be preached i in all the world §. Theſe 
prophecies have been 1 in part fulfilled already; and 
who that loves Chriſt will not rejoice to be an in- 
ſtrument in the farther completion of them ? 
5. Eſpecially, conſider how many enemies Chriſt 
has in our world, and what pains they take to 
miſrepreſent and deſtroy his religion. The devil 
is an unwearied adverſary to the truth as it is in 
Jeſus. Iafidels oppoſe it with all their art and 
eloquence; and ſome ſap the foundations of the 
doctrine of Chriſt, under the colour of great zeal 
for natural religion and morality. The Popiſh 
party compaſs ſca and land to make proſelytes to 
cheir abſurd doctrines and abominable idolatries ; 
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and all bad men are in their Keatts haters of the 
Goſpel, becauſe it reveals the wrath of God from 
heaven againſt all their ungodlineſs and unrighte- 
duſneſs. Should not the friends of Chriſt, iwſtzeh an 
alarming ſtate of things, awake? Sure it is high 
time. Put on therefore the whole armour of God, 
and be valiant for the truth. Be of courage; my 
; dear brethren; as good ſoldiers: of "Jeſus Chriſt! 
N | Will ye alſo go away? Ye whb profeſs to have 
14 taſted of the heavenly gift, the good word of God, 
4 and the powers of the world to come! Will ye 
follow them who have departed from the purity, 
and forſaken the practice of the faith once deli- 
vered to the ſaints; and like them alſo have no 
Zeal for the propagation of the knowledge of the 
way to life eternal? Who is there that cares for 
none of theſe things | Not one, I hope, I truſt, 
of that ſtamp is in this aſſembly. Let us rather 
ſay, Whither ſhall we go but unto thee, O Lord, 
thou haſt the words of eternal life, and thou haſt 
declared them, and it is thy will that they ſhould 
be publiſhed and ſpread ! With thee will we go; 
with thee, and in thy ſtrength, we will labour and 
ſtrive that all the world may obtain the like pre- 
_-cious faith with us. What ſhall we have a con- 
dern for, if not for ſouls, kindred - ſouls, ſouls for 
which Chriſt gave his life a ranſom? Indeed, my 
friends, thoſe who ſhow. not that they have a value 
for the ſouls of others, give a poor proof of von 
Er of the worth of their own, 
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6. And if the enemies of Chriſt be many, we 
en ſufficient encouragement. to encounter them, 
for the Lord of Hoſts is with us; we fight under 
the banner of the Captain of our ſalvation, who is 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, who never was 
and never ſhall be vanquiſhed ; who overcame and 
triumphed over principalities and powers, even in 
the loweſt ſcene of his humiliation upon the croſs; 
and is now exalted. to the right hand of God, and 
has a name given him above every name, 'and-ſhall 
-reign till all enemies be ſubdued under his feet. 
O Sirs, do you not long, do you not preſs with 
ardour, to fight under ſuch a leader, ſuch a con- 
-queror! Forget not (I beſeech you) that promiſe 
he has left, To him that overcometh will-I give 
e to ſit with me on my throne, even as I alſo over- 

“ came, and am ſet down with to father r e * 
„ throne.“ 

Having ſuch a Genen of the armies of 
Atael, and ſuch a crown ſet before us, let us con- 
tend earneſtly for the faith; and not be afraid of 
the oppoſers of the kingdom of God and his 
Chriſt: they truſt in an arm of fleſn, we truſt in 

our living God and Redeemer. 4 
* Einally, conſider the intrinſic excellence and ſin- 
gular advantage of Chriſtian zeal. A blind perſe- 
cuting ſpirit, under what form ſoever it appears, is 
very pernicious, but an ardent love to Chriſt and His 
Goſpel, is the diſtinguiſhing mark of a child of 
God, and the image of his deareſt ſon, who ſpent 
. his whole life in glorifying his father, and doing 
| good 


n 
good to men. Chriſt ſees ſomewhat of himſelf in 
the truly zealous. Chriſtian, and he will not fail to 
Banur and reward him.—. This (will he ſay) is 
my diſciple indeed ! this is my brother and my 
friend! he thinks and acts in ſome meaſure as I 
did when, 1 lived in the fieſn.— The zeal of my 
© Father's houſe did eat me up, and there is a por- 
tion of the ſame zeal in this man; I went about 
< communicating benefits to the fouls and bodies 
< of mankind, and hie heart is ſet upon works of 
+ mercy. Who ſo noble as. che perſon that is thus 
approved and commended by the Lord? He is one 
and the leſs he knows of his own good qualifice- 
tions, the fairer are they in the eyes of him from 
whom they came, and I 
humble and the contrige. . 122 
Men may deſpiſe and ridicule ſuch a — * 
God loves him, God praiſes him, and will pour out 
bleſſings upon him without number and without 
end. His labours of love are recorded in heaven, 
and providence will reward him with: temporal 
and ſpiritual mercies in this life: as he ſows plen- 
tifully, he ſhall reap-plentifully. --But the great 
recompence is reſerved to the day of judgment, 
when the Son of man ſhall come from heaven with 
a cloud of angels, and ſhall ſit upon the throne of 
bis glory, and before him ſhall be gathered all 
nations. The king and judge will then rehearſe 
the ee and deods of his ſervants with 
approvatian, 
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approbation, and ſay unto them, Come, ye bleſſed 
of my father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world; for all the 
good ye have done to my brethren and diſeiples 
ye have done unto myſelf ; all was done to the one 


family of which 4 am the . ee the mem- | 
bers. 


The condlderinives 0 hive been offered to yo 
are the greateſt motives that can be to Chriſtian 
3 and I hope, through the bleſſing of God, 
will make us very zealous of good works; and if 
the Lord will ſhine into our hearts this day with 
his all- powerful love, I am fully perſuaded I ſhall 
not be without ſucceſs in the application I am nom 
going to make to all the Diſciples of Jeſus, who 
have his cauſe at heart, for their aſſiſtance to one 
of the beſt works I know, the charity of the 
Society in Scotland, (incorporated by Royal Char- 
ter) for propagating. Chriſtian” Knowledge in the 
Highlands and Iſlands, and for the waar gap? and 
converſion of the American Indians. ; 

I I ſhall give you ſome extracts from the laſt account 
of this Society, printed in the year 177 1, which (1 
believe) will ſoon be followed with a new publica 
tion, containing a hiſtory of great good done by 
means of this inſtitution in the Highlands, where 
attempts have been made, and are now carrying 
on with great zeal, to revive- the Popiſſi intereſt 
by che emiſſaries of the Propaganda College at 
Rome, from which a continual ſueceſfion of Strak 
hcking Prieſts are ſent, natives of the Highlands, 
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and poſſeſt of the Erſe language, which gives them 


great advantages. 


It appears from the narrative which I have 0 
fore me, that the beginning of this honourable 
Society was very ſmall, but (bleſſed be God) it 
has ſince that time been greatly increaſed, 

The foundation was laid about the year 1700, 
by the voluntary ſubſcriptions of a few private 
gentlemen who uſed to meet in order to encourage 
the great buſineſs of reformation of manners. 
If the beginning was not great, it was good, 
and theſe pious perſons had the pleaſure to ſee 
providence ſmiling upon it; and I truſt thoſe of 
them that are departed this life now enjoy a full 
reward.—In the year 1706, they offered their 
pious and benevolent ſcheme to the Public.— In 
the year 1708, they applied to the throne, and 
Queen Anne did, by her royal proclamation, ap- 
prove and recommend the deſign of the Society to 
all her loving ſubjects. 

The next year it was laid before he General 
Aſſembly of the church of Scotland, and all the 
miniſters and members of that national church 
were earneſtly exhorted to ſupport it to the utmoſt 
of their power.—In the year following, her Ma- 
zeſty Queen Anne granted her letters patent for 
the royal incorporation of this ſociety, and en- 
abling them to give commiſſions. to gentlemen in 
London and elſewhere, to act as correſponding 
members: In conſequence of which, eighty- two 
perſons, nine peers and ſeventy-three commoners, 
among 


3 


among whom were the Judges, Officers of ſtate, 
and many others of the firſt quality and diſtinction, 
met at Edinburgh, and elected proper officers for 
the management of the affairs of the Society. 

In the year 1738, the Society applied to the late 
King, George the Second, of glorious memory, for an 
additional patent, by virtue of which they were im- 
powered to train up ſuch children as were fit and diſ- 
poſed, for huſbandry, manufactures, and trades: in 
proſecuting the objects of which ſecond patent, the 
Society has been greatly encouraged and ſupported 
by ſeveral very conſiderable benefactions appropri- 
ated to that purpoſe, particularly a legacy of 
2000 J. left by Seymor Wood, Eſq; of London, 
and another by Mr. John Raining of Norwich. 

The Society have alſo extended their views to 
America, encouraged by two liberal donations, one 
by the reverend Dr. Williams of London, the other 
by an Engliſh lady. 

A commiſſion was granted to three miſſioners, 
to preach the Goſpel to the Indian Tribes border. 
ing on New England, in which they continued 
ſeveral years; another miſſioner was ſent to Geor- 
gia, where he laboured till the year 1742. 
The moſt ſucceſsful miſſion was undertaken in 
the year 1741, to the Indians bordering on New 
York and Pennſylvania ; the happy effects whereof 
are related in Mr. David Brainard's Journal, pub- 
liſhed at Philadelphia 1742, and republiſhed, with 
Preſident Edwards's account of his life, at Edin- 
burgh, in 1765. Mr. David Brainard is dead, but 
F ſucceeded 
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ſuecdetlec by his brother Mr. John Brainard; and, 


according to his laſt Journal, the miſſion 18 exe. 
cuted with zeal and ſucceſs. * t 


The Society has three boards of correſpondents 
in America, one at Boſton, one at Connecticut, 
and one at New Jerſey, conſiſting of Gentlemen of 
the moſt worthy characters in thoſe parts. | 


1 can aſſure you, great care is taken by this 


Society in the choice and ſtrict ſuperintendence of 
their ſchoolmaſters and ſchools, and the religious in- 
ſtruction of the children. The number of ſchools 
maintained by the Society from November. 1768, 

to November 1769, was no leſs than ONE HUN- 
DRED AND FIFTY-THREE, in which were 
educated near EIGHT THOUSAND children of 
beth ſexes *, in places where, from diſtance and 


other natural diſadvantages, the parochial ſchooly 


can be of no ſervice, and the advantages . of the 
eſtabliſhed miniſtry very little felt. For "the benefit 
of thoſe parts in which the Engliſh language is not 
underſtood, the Society has been at the expence of 
ſix hundred and forty pounds in tranſlating and 
printing ten thouſand copies of a verſion of the 
New Teſtament in the Gallic. or Erſe language, 


The Society is (we own with pleaſure and grati- 
tude) poſſeſſed of a conſiderable ſtock in money 
and land; but it is only the annual produce there- 


of which ory. are at liberty to employ . for the 


There are now = ſchools, and Ld aber of eee 
ronfiderably above doooũs, 


6 benefi 
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| benefit of tlie Inſtitution 3! and this annual produce 
is far fro being ſufficient to anſwer the many 

euneſt applications for new ſchools, which are 

every year received from various quarters, 

For this reaſon the Society in Scotland, and the 


_ 4 


worthy miniſters and gentlemen, the correſpond- 


ing members in London, (with whom I have had 
the honour of being connected almoſt forty. years) 


beg the aſſiſtance of the Public, and hope that 
Proteſtants of all denominations will favour their 


great undertaking, according to their abilities. 


T heartily implore God's bleſſing on this my 


weak eſſay, to promote the excellent end of the 
Society, _ which is to ſpread the Chriſtian Religion, 


and enlarge the happineſs of human ſociety, and. 
extend the advantages of that moſt deſirable govern- 


ment under which we enjoy ſo many and great 
bleſſings. 

"Who, that loves Chriſt and 3 ſouls, does 
not feel his heart intereſted in the pious deſign that 
has been recommended? Who does not perceive 
the ſalutary conſequences of it? Who, but the 
common enemy of mankind, can oppoſe ſuch a 
good work as this? What zealous Chriſtian can 
be lukewarm with reſpect to ĩt? 

Let us conſider it as a common cauſe, that 
claims the regard of all Chriſtians, Britons, and 
Proteſtants. Let us not draw back. from this ſer- 
vice on account of the many charities that may 
be ſolicited from us, nor let us be weary of well- 
doing, for in due time we ſhall reap, if we faint not. 


F 2 How] ¾M 


(\ $6: 3) Wy 
How different will be the account of the chark- ' 


table Chriſtian, and the penurious miſer, aud the 
luxurious profligate, at the day of judgment! So 


much laid up without good improvement, io” 
much laid out in idle pleaſures and amuſements, 


ſo much worſe than ſpent in the gratification of 


evil luſts and paſſions, and nothing done or be- 
ſtowed with ſincere love, for the advancement of. 
the kingdom of Chriſt —O! how will ſuch an ac- 
cuſation of the omniſcient Lord, overwhelm many 
at the laſt day! But I hope better things of you, 

my brethren, and things that We Arten, 


though I thus ſpeak. | 
I doubt not, many of you have a real and lively 


concern for the progreſs of the Goſpel, and the 
welfare of your fellow-creatures, both in this life 
and that which is to come. You know there 


is a pleaſure in doing good far ſuperior to ſen- 
ſual entertainments; you know there is an ex- 
cellency in acts of pious and Chriſtian charity, 


that riſes above all other duties; for they are 


imitations of the goodneſs of God and our Sa- 
viour. With ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed, 
and if he be well pleaſed, he will manifeſt his 
loving kindneſs in a rich variety of benefits; He 
will ſupply all the needs of his ſervants who are 
liberal to his poor people, and who love to com- 
municate to them; his bleſſing ſnall be on their 
families, and the good will of him that dwelt in 
the buſh Wall be with them; He will bleſs their 


worldly 
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worldly ; ubſtance, bleſs them in the city and in the 
field, / and whatſoever they do according to his 


ill ſhall proſper; He will be with them in trouble, 
* make up their beds in their ſickneſs ; bread ſhall 


be given them, and their water ſhall be ſure; all 
things ſhall work together for good unto them, and 
their latter end ſhall be peace: they have reaſon to 
hope for a divine benediction on their poſterity ; 
their memory ſhall be honourable and precious ; 
and when the hard-hearted and covetous who con- 
ſidered not the afflictions of Joſeph, nor ſought 
the welfare of Iſrael, and who, whatever they con- 
ſumed on their luſts, would ſpare nothing for the 
advantage of the Chriſtian community, ſhall go 
away into everlaſting puniſhment, they ſhall enter 


into everlaſting life and joy. 


Now, in the words of our Apoſtle's concluſion 
of this ſhort epiſtle, Unto him who is able to keep 
us from falling, and to preſent us, faultleſs, be- 
fore the preſence of his glory with exceeding joy, 
to the only wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and 


majeſty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen. 
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Form of a Bequeſt or Legacy. 


to the Society in 
Scotland for propagating Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, to be applied (either to the purpoſes 
of the firſs or ſecond Patent, as the Donor 
pleaſes.) 

N. B. The firſt patent reſpects the inſtruction of 
the children in the Society's ſchools, where they 
are educated in the principles of the Proteſtant 
Religion and Loyalty, and taught reading, vrit- 
ing, arithmetic, &c. The ſecond Patent autho- 
rizes their being bred up to uſeful labour and in- 


duſtry, in agriculture, manufactures, and han- 
dicrafts. 


Lem, [ GIVE and bequeath the ſum of 


Benefactions for the uſe of the Society will be 
received in London, as under : 


By James Coutts, Eſq; Banker in the Strand, 
Treaſurer to the Correſpondent Board ; 

John Mackintoſh, Eſq; Lothbury, Secretary; 

John Drummond, Eſq; and Co. Bankers, 
Charing-cros ; E 

William Fuller, Eſq; and Son, Bankers, 
Lombard-ſtreet, 


Printed States of the Society may be had, 
gratis, of the Secretary; and every Benefactor or 
Contributor may become a Member. 
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